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THE PLOT: 
 
A sunny day out in suburban England doesn’t go as planned for bachelor Niall 
when his efforts to bond with his new girlfriend’s son James go badly wrong. 
On a trip out of town, he introduces teenager James to his favorite hobby - 
archery, but the adventure is quickly ruined as their differences become 
apparent. Into their misspent afternoon enters Jess, a teenage girl who 
causes the tension to rise as the two lads fight for her attention. She plays on 
it, and when she decides to pair off with Niall, James’ frustration boils over 
and he has to fight the urge to shoot at Niall with his bow and arrow. 
 
ABOUT THE FILM: 

Bow & Arrow evokes the hazards of single life, and how men can easily 
become boys and vice versa. It highlights how differences in personalities get 
magnified in new, strange contexts and how quickly things can become 
unstuck. Emotions and feelings run high, and when intensified by puberty, 
alienation and masculinity, things can easily boil over. The film explores those 
tensions in a subtle and visual way 

The short also relates to some material I am developing for a feature film, 
which I will be working on after this project. 

 
SOME FILM REFERENCES: 
 
For its poetic atmosphere, tainted with darkness and its children who operate 
on an adult level: David Gordon Green’s "George Washington" 
 
Jane Campion’s short; “Peel: an exercise in discipline” is visually compelling, 
where the style acts as a counterpoint for the film’s drama, allowing for other 
interpretations. 
 
Andrei Zvyagintsev’s “The Return” is a poignantly observed look at patriarchal 
tensions and estrangement. 
 
Andrzej Jakimowski’s “Tricks”, highlights the absurdity and comedy of a 
child’s viewpoint of his errant father. 
 
For British countryside adventures that can go wrong, there is none better 
than Mike Leigh’s classic “Nuts in May 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBAamUkx9BA&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9lVexu0GOg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNR4ER9tC6A
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AatpUq7-okA
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0074988/
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x56xgw_nuts-in-may-part-3-of-5_fun
http://www.dailymotion.com/video/x55y5q_nuts-in-may-part-1-of-5_shortfilms


ABOUT ME: 
 
You can see some of my work here: www.tom-haines.com 
 
I’ve been working in Film, TV, Art & Music for the past 10 years. Most recently 
I have directed music videos for bands like White Denim – “Shake Shake 
Shake” & “I Start To Run”, Tunng - "Bullets" & "Jenny Again", Wild Beasts, 
Cibelle & Devendra Banhart and others. I also make documentaries and have 
made lots of online and TV films for galleries including; for the V&A, Ken 
Adam (Bond/Kubrik set designer), Dieter Rams (legendary Braun designer), 
For the Tate, filming Street Artists from around the world, Turner prize artists, 
Photographers and Kids exploring the future. My previous short films were 
flung around the world to film festivals and nominated for a few prizes in 
the process.  
 
 
IN-KIND SUPPORT: 

So far I have some pledges of in-kind support from some generous and 
talented individuals and organizations, which will help greatly in the making of 
this film. The producer Jonathan Rae of the production “Day of the Flowers” is 
providing 35mm Film Stock and helping as Executive Producer, Prime Focus 
London (grading, post production), Steve Annis (Great DOP and long time-
collaborator), Andy Brierley (Casting director) Mike Lindsay of the band Tunng 
will be providing some original music for the production, Kate Glover (Red 
Sparrow/Future Shorts producer), Julian Eguiguren (Ace editor and another 
long time collaborator) Saffron Hunt (styling/costume) Andy Paddon, (sound 
recordist), Reactor15 are providing website support, RAAK are a digital 
agency and are offering consultation on the project,  

Hopefully as the production rolls on, we will accumulate more support and 
help from other people and companies that will help realise the film. 

 

WHERE YOUR MONEY WILL GO: 
 
Your $8,000 will aid us in the production, equipment, crewing and insurance 
of the filmmaking process, and then contribute towards post production 
editing, colouring, sound mixing and completing the film, plus (if there’s any 
left in the pot), pr and promotion of the finished film. Between your 
contributions and the In-Kind support offered I will be able to make the film, so 
thanks for looking and feel free to ask me any questions. 

 

Project location: London, United Kingdom. 

 

http://www.tom-haines.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eYwkkujr5Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eYwkkujr5Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VW26TBF1boo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AI1NgFYJCN4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cy4RWR0zl20
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PgfX8BZfHhc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65N_1eSkKWg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-Cyp7bIZOM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-Cyp7bIZOM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncw3f4jgNP4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mdVTosM8ncQ
http://tom-haines.com/future_is_ours.html
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1740706/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1566503/
http://www.primefocusworld.com/
http://www.primefocusworld.com/
http://www.dinedormanagement.co.uk/resumes_folder/sannis.pdf
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2223140/
http://www.myspace.com/thisistunng
http://www.tunng.co.uk/
http://www.futureshorts.com/
http://www.julianeguiguren.com/02/je.html
http://www.saffronhunt.com/
http://www.nftsfilm-tv.ac.uk/index.php?module=People&people_id=210&film=164
http://www.reactor15.com/
http://www.wewillraakyou.com/

